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Preparation for Secondary teachers ‘try out’ session

Your consultant will tell you:

· The name & location of the school
· Contact names and numbers for the school
· Subject and year group you are trying out for

· Time and length of the lesson.

· Timing of the school day

· Also travel directions from your home to the school.
Information for the teacher to look up prior to an interview:

· Allow time to plan, prepare and then revise in the light of more information, advice and support from staff at Academics.
· Find out as much as you can about the culture and ethos of the school by going onto the internet to find the school’s website. If they don’t have one then look up the Local Education Authority (LEA) and find the school through the school’s directory. 

· This will give you an insight into the range of the pupil’s backgrounds- social and economic.

· Prepare a lesson plan that is fully linked to the National Curriculum- if in doubt visit www.dfes.gov.uk and go to teacher’s resources then search either by subject or key stage.

· It is important to work out where the pupils would be at the time of the term so that you don’t duplicate previous work- check out the KS3 Strategy on DfES website.

· Prepare a lesson based on the format below

· If you would like feed-back then email your lesson plan into Kay Scoresby, Head of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) kay@academicsltd.co.uk 
Information for the lesson plan

· Use the DfES format- Title; Aims; Learning Objectives; Starter; Input; Main activities; and  Plenary.
· Title & Aims refer to the National Curriculum- jargon type language.
· Learning Objectives (keep them simple) are what you hope the pupils will learn and these should be written on the white board.

· The Starter, should be about 5 minutes long and is to settle the pupils & to lead into the main activity.

· Input, should be maximum of 20 minutes, and is when you introduce the topic

· Main activity, should be about 20 minutes long, and usual practice is through group work, working in pairs or individually
· Keep walking round the classroom to check on the pupil’s understanding of the topic.

· Plenary, about 10 minutes long. First refer back to the Learning Objectives and then check the pupil’s learning of the topic (eg. If LO is to learn the use of similes. Then check their understanding by asking questions like “who can give me an example of a simile?”).
· Allow time to clear up and for the pupils to leave in a quiet fashion.

· Remember to list the Resources you and the pupils will need.

A point of advice:

Don’t be over worried about taking the register immediately- let the pupils settle in and start working first.

Lesson Plan

	Title: KS3 or KS4 module of the National Curriculum
Eg. What inventions the Romans gave to Britain. 

	Aims: write  the National Curriculum concepts that you want to teach in this lesson

	Learning Objectives: what do you hope the children will learn from this lesson ? Display these on the white board or Inter active white board and refer to them explicitly

	Timing
	Activities
	Resources

	About 5 minutes
	Starter - purpose to quieten down and settle the pupils & to lead into the main activity
	Including the materials for you and the pupils

	Not longer than 20 minutes
	Input – purpose to introduce the topic
	

	About 20 minutes
	Main activity- purpose to give the pupils an opportunity to practice the skills, use the knowledge of the topic.
Make sure that the activity is differentiated: an activity that is aimed at the average pupils, simplified for the less able pupils and an extension activity (not more of the same) for the more able pupils.

Check on the pupil’s understanding of the topic by circulating round the class room, giving the pupil’s feed back and help
	

	About 10 minutes
	Plenary - purpose to check pupil’s learning of topic and to refer back to the Learning Objectives
	

	About 3 minutes
	Clear up and quieten the pupils before they leave the class room.
	


Lesson Plan
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	Title: 



	Aims: 



	Learning Objectives: 



	Timing
	Activities
	Resources

	
	Starter – 


	

	
	Input – 


	

	
	Main activity- 


	

	
	Plenary – 
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